[Alcohol consumption and head and neck cancer].
Alcohol is often considered as a simple co-factor, potentiating the carcinogenic effect of tobacco, in head and neck cancer. However, its own effect is less clear. It has been recognized by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) as a risk factor for head and neck cancer for many years. It seems that the risk is a function of the importance of consumption, with certain genetic predispositions. This risk can also decrease if consumption stops, with a prolonged interruption. In addition, alcohol consumption may have a negative influence on the prognosis of patients with this type of cancer. A preventive action is therefore essential, among other things via information to the patient provided by health providers.